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Morning Prayer 

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9, 2020         9:00am 

Commissioning of the Search Committee 
Pam Hennessy (Chair) 

Katherine Côté, Jim Donohoe, Stephen Howe, Touie Jackson, 

Mary Johnson, Hilary Stafford, Lucille Clinkman (Vestry Liaison) 

Ministers of the Liturgy 
The Rev. Dr. Judith Lee 

Members of the Search Committee: 

Pam Hennessy, Jim Donohoe, Stephen Howe, 

 Touie Jackson, Mary Johnson, Hilary Stafford,  

Lucille Clinkman (Vestry Liaison) 

Musicians:  Randolph Bloom, Jeff Lukas 

Organ Prelude 

Opening Sentence 
The Word is near you, on your lips and in your heart.   [Romans 10:8, Deuteronomy 30:14] 

The Invitatory and Psalter  
The holy and undivided Trinity, one God: O come let us worship.  

The Confession 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 

love and serve only your purpose. Amen.  

Absolution  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

Opening Versicle & Doxology 
Let us lift up our voices in song, lift our arms in praise, and open our hearts in gratitude. 

Let us greet God with our hymn of praise. 
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Venite  [Psalm 95:1-7] 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

Psalm 85:8-13   
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *  

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; *righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 

The First Lesson:  A Reading from Genesis [37:1-4, 12-28] 
Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is the 

story of the family of Jacob.  Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock 

with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and 

Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any 

other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe 

with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, 

they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. Now his brothers went to pasture their 

father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the 

flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to 

him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to 

me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. He came to Shechem, and a man found him 

wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” “I am seeking my 

brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They 

have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after his 
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brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near 

to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 

Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild 

animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when 

Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben 

said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand 

on him” —that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when 

Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he 

wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 

Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 

Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 

Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, 

our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew 

Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. 

And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

 The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God 

 

The Song of Zechariah     [Luke 1: 68-79] 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

   he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

   born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 

   from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

   and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

   to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 

   holy and righteous in his sight 

   all the days of our life. 

 

The Second Lesson: The Gospel of Matthew [14:22-33] 
 Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 

dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
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himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered 

by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning 

he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 

they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus 

spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  Peter answered him, “Lord, if it 

is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the 

boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong 

wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus 

immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 

you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped 

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

    The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Mary    Magnificat  Luke 1:46-55 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *  

 the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm,* he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things,*   and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * to Abraham and his children forever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Musical Meditation  
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
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heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers  
Hear our cry, O God.     And listen to our prayer.  

Let us pray. God be with you.    And also with you.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Suffrages 
V. Help us, O God our Savior;  

R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.  

V. Look upon your congregation;  

R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 

 V. Declare your glory among the nations;   

R. And your wonders among all peoples.  

V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  

R. Never forget the lives of your poor.  

V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 

R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.  

V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 

 R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that 

we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your purpose; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People    
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, that we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you 

that your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially our Presiding Bishop Michael, our 

Bishop Douglas, our Interim Priest Judith, and all those who are preparing to serve you in new 

ministry, 

that they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 



6 
 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, 

that there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to fulfill your purpose in all that we undertake, and strengthen our commitment 

to share the Grace of God, the Light of Christ, and the Power of the Holy Spirit through 

worship, ministry, and fellowship, 

 that our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

We ask your blessing on our friends and companions, especially our students and their 

teachers as they prepare for a new school year and those we now name, silently or aloud 

[Pause].  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, who suffer in body, 

mind, or spirit, especially the citizens of Beirut and those suffering from the coronavirus and 

their families and caregivers, the frontline workers, and those who are feeling discouraged, or 

abandoned, or fearful about their future 

that they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially those who have died alone and isolated, those 

who have been victims of violence, and those we now name, silently or aloud. [Pause] . . .   

Draw them to you in love, that they may rest in that place where there is no pain or grief.   

 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

O God, make our hearts large, so that they may be big enough    

to share the greatness of your love, 

 to hold all those who want to believe in you, 

 to hold all those we sometimes forget, 

 to hold all those who are no longer with us— 

       so that we bring love and peace to everyone we meet.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer Attributed to St Francis 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  

Where there is hatred, let us sow love;  

where there is injury, pardon;  

where there is discord, union;  
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where there is doubt, faith;  

where there is despair, hope;  

where there is darkness, light;  

where there is sadness, joy.  

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.  

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  

 

A Prayer in Time of Transition 

God of growth and discovery, yours is the inspiration that has changed our lives.  Yours is the 

power that has brought us to take new risks and face new opportunities.  You shape our 

dreams.  May your Spirit guide us in our preparations to search for a new Rector: open our 

eyes to what is possible and what is unfinished; open our ears to words of wisdom that assure 

us and challenge us; open our hearts to possibilities we have not yet imagined and to what we 

have neglected, that we may be both bold and humble; through Jesus Christ, our Light, our 

Center, our Hope.  Amen. 

A Prayer for those who have died from Coronavirus 
Lord, your ways are mysterious, and your purposes unknowable. But we know that when we 

feel sorrow, you feel sorrow, too. That when we suffer, you also suffer. That when we mourn, 

you mourn, as well. That when our hearts are broken, so is yours. Lord, we feel that sorrow 

now, that suffering now, that mourning now, and our hearts are breaking now that in this 

nation almost 160,000 of our sisters and brothers have already been taken from us by this 

disease. Yet, we know that your Son who suffered death itself for us, is by our side, and shares 

our burden. So, Lord, comfort those who have lost, protect those who remain, and take those 

you have gathered into that greater light where pain, and suffering, and death itself exist no 

more. Amen.   

 

A Prayer for an End to Racism 
Good and gracious God, you invite us to recognize and reverence your divine image and 

likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to see the reality of racism and free us to challenge and 

uproot it from our society, our world and ourselves. Fill us with your mercy so that we, in turn, 

may be merciful to others. Strip away pride, suspicion, and racism so that we may seek peace 

and justice in our communities. Strengthen our hearts so that they beat only to the rhythm of 

your holy purpose. Flood our path with your light as we walk humbly toward a future filled 

with compassionate understanding and unity.  Be with us, O Lord, in our efforts, for only by 
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the prompting of your grace can we progress toward virtue. We ask this through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Wisdom       by Marian Wright Edelman 

O God, who can turn our worries into wings of joys and our sorrows into songs of thanks, let 

not our hearts be so troubled by the tragedies of this life's moment that we lose sight of the 

eternal life in your kingdom...  Strengthen our resolve to replace hatred with love, tension with 

trust, and selfishness with caring and community. Heal, O God, all our children so that those 

who hate and those who are hated, those who hurt and those who are hurt, may grow up in a 

world of peace, opportunity, and justice. Amen 

 

Collect for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:  We humbly pray you so to 

guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we 

may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

A Collect for Mission 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 

everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace.  So clothe us in your Spirit that 

we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge 

and love of you; for the honor of your name. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 

truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Blessing   
May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, and 

guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
Let us go forth rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 


