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Trust in God with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 

 In all your ways acknowledge God, and God will make straight your paths.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 

May all I say and all I think be in harmony with thee, 

God within me, God beyond me, maker of the trees. 

      - Chinook prayer, Pacific Northwest Coast, North America 

 

Organ Prelude  Supplication     Alexander Schreiner 

Opening Prayer: A Native American Prayer    - Chief Yellow Hawk 

O Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds and whose breath gives life to all the world, 

hear me. I come before you, one of your children. I am small and weak. I need your strength 

and wisdom. Let me walk in beauty and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset. 

Make my hands respect the things you have made, my ears sharp to hear your voice. 

Make me wise, so that I may know the things you have taught my people, the lessons you have 

hidden in every leaf and rock. I seek strength, not to be superior to my brothers and sisters, 

but to be able to fight my greatest enemy: myself. Make me ever ready to come to you with 

clean hands and straight eyes, so that when life fades as a fading sunset, my spirit may come 

to you without shame.  

            

The Invitatory and Psalter  
The holy and undivided Trinity, one God: O come let us worship.  

The Confession          Ann Rowthorn 

Renew in us this day the image of your love; renew in us in the likeness of your mercy, O God.  

May any refusal to forgive that lingers with us, any bitterness of soul that hardens our hearts, 
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be softened by your graces.  Renew us in the image of your love, O God, renew us in the 

likeness of your mercy.  Amen. 

Absolution  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 
 

Opening Versicle & Doxology 
Let us lift up our voices in song, lift our arms in praise, and open our hearts in gratitude. 

Let us greet God with our hymn of praise. 
 

Venite  [Psalm 95:1-7] 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; * I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * and leads me beside still waters. 
3 He revives my soul * and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; *  

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

A Reading from the Prophet of Isaiah  [25:1-9] 
O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful 
things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a heap, the fortified 
city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong 
peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a refuge to 
the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from 
the heat.  When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like 
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heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless 
was stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 
feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is 
spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away 
the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for 
the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 
that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle: Sevenfold Prayer of the Native American Peoples   Noel Knockwood 

O Great Spirit, who art before all else and who dwells in every object, in every person and in 

every place, we cry unto Thee. We summon Thee from the far places into our present 

awareness. 
 

O Great Spirit of the North, who gives wings to the waters of the air and rolls the thick 

snowstorm before Thee, Who covers the Earth with a sparkling crystal carpet above whose 

deep tranquility every sound is beautiful. Temper us with strength to withstand the biting 

blizzards, yet make us thankful for the beauty which follows and lies deep over the warm Earth 

in its wake. 
 

O Great Spirit of the East, the land of the rising Sun, Who holds in Your right hand the years of 

our lives and in Your left the opportunities of each day. Brace us that we may not neglect our 

gifts nor lose in laziness the hopes of each day and the hopes of each year. 
 

O Great Spirit of the South, whose warm breath of compassion melts the ice that gathers 

round our hearts, whose fragrance speaks of distant springs and summer days, dissolve our 

fears, melt our hatreds, kindle our love into flames of true and living realities. Teach us that 

the one who is truly strong is also kind, the one who is wise tempers justice with mercy, the 

one who is truly brave joins courage with compassion. 
 

O Great Spirit of the West, the land of the setting Sun, with Your soaring mountains and free, 

wide rolling prairies, bless us with knowledge of the peace which follows purity of striving and 

the freedom which follows like a flowing robe in the winds of a well-disciplined life. Teach us 

that the end is better than the beginning and that the setting sun glorifies not in vain. 
 

O Great Spirit of the heavens, in the day's infinite blue and amid the countless stars of the 

night season, remind us that you are vast, that you are beautiful and majestic beyond all of our 

knowing or telling, but also that you are no further from us than the tilting upwards of our 

heads and the raising of our eyes. 
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O Great Spirit of our souls, burning in our heart's yearning and in our innermost aspirations, 

speak to us now and always so that we may be aware of the greatness and goodness of Your 

gift of life and be worthy of this priceless privilege of living.   
 

Second Lesson: The Gospel of Matthew [22:1-14] 
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen 
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 
while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He 
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, 
and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets 
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests.  “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 
and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Song of Mary    Magnificat  Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *  

 the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm,* he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things,*   and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * to Abraham and his children forever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Musical Meditation  
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The Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers  
Hear our cry, O God.     And listen to our prayer.  

Let us pray. God be with you.    And also with you.  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Collect of the Day 
Let us pray. 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be 

given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

The Prayers of the People   United Church of Canada & Anglican Church of Canada 
Creator, we long for wholeness in our families, for honest, open communication to say what 

we need to say in safety and without fear. 

 

We give thanks for the knowledge you give in all traditions of the world. Help us to honor the 

gifts of all traditions. Teach us to know how to love and live. 

 

We give thanks for new life, for youth, represented by the eastern direction.  We give thanks 

for new learning, for the sun that rises to begin each new day, and for the teachings of the 

peoples of the east. Teach us to know how to love and live. 

 

We give thanks for the people of the south, for the growth of the summertime in our lives, the 

learnings of our adult lives, to be kind and accept ourselves.  Teach us as parents to love and 

respect our children, to care for the elders and those who cannot care for themselves. 

Teach us to know how to love and live. 



6 
 

 

We give thanks for the west, for the gifts of aboriginal peoples of the world. For understanding 

how to take care of the earth, for teachings about rocks, leaves and trees, for the knowledge 

we have in our own teachings, all of these given by our Creator.  Help us to use our 

understanding to bring joy and new life to our communities. 

Teach us to know how to love and live. 

 

We give thanks for the people of the north and for the elders in our families and communities.  

Help us to receive gifts of wisdom from all peoples.  Help us to grow our roots deeper through 

life’s journey, so that we may grow in kindness to ourselves and each other. 

Teach us to know how to love and live. 

 

O great and kind Spirit, the stars throughout the heavens are yours, and yours are the grasses 

of the earth. O great and kind Spirit, all over the world the faces of the living one are alike.  

Look on your people.  With children in their arms, they face the wind and walk the red road to 

the day of quiet. O great and kind Spirit, fill us with light.  Give us strength to understand and 

eyes to see deeply.  Teach us to walk softly on earth as relatives to all that live.  Make our 

spirits one with yours, Great Spirit.  From the Four Directions, fill us with the four virtues of 

fortitude, generosity, respect, wisdom, so that we will help our people walk in the path of 

understanding and peace.  Finally, great and kind Spirit, help us always to return our thanks to 

you.  Amen.  
 

 

Musical Meditation The King of Love My Shepherd Is  Hymnal #646 

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am his, and he is mine for ever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth, 

And where the verdant gently laid, with food celestial feedeth. 
 

A Litany for the Healing of our Country  from God’s Good Earth 
Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this 

land.  They restore us, though we often destroy them.  Heal us. 
 

We thank you for the great resources of this nation.  They make us rich, though we often 

exploit them.  Forgive us. 
 

We thank you for the men and women who have made this country strong.  They are models 

for us, even though we often fall short of them.  Inspire us. 
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We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from 

every nation, though we have often hidden from its light.  Enlighten us. 
 

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety.  It sustains our life, though 

we have been faithless again and again.  Renew us. 
 

Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun.  Strengthen our efforts to blot out 

ignorance and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and crime.  And hasten the day when all our 

people, with many voices join in one united chorus. Amen. 
 

A Prayer in Time of Transition 

God of growth and discovery, yours is the inspiration that has changed our lives.  Yours is the 

power that has brought us to take new risks and face new opportunities.  You shape our 

dreams.  May your Spirit guide us in our preparations to search for a new Rector: open our 

eyes to what is possible and what is unfinished; open our ears to words of wisdom that assure 

us and challenge us; open our hearts to possibilities we have not yet imagined and to what we 

have neglected, that we may be both bold and humble; through Jesus Christ, our Light, our 

Center, our Hope.  Amen. 

A Prayer for Facing the Coronavirus 
Merciful God, hear our fervent prayer for all who suffer from the coronavirus. May those who 

are infected receive the proper treatment and the comfort of your healing presence.  May 

their caregivers, families and neighbors be shielded from the onslaught of the virus.  Give 

solace to those who grieve the loss of over 210,000 loved ones. Protect and guide those who 

strive to find a cure, that their work may conquer the disease and restore communities to 

wholeness and health. Help us to rise above fear. We ask all this in the name of your Son Jesus 

Christ, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen.   
 

A Prayer for an End to Racism 
Lord, Jesus Christ who reached across the ethnic boundaries between Samaritan, Roman and 

Jew, who offered fresh sight to the blind and freedom to captives, help us to break down the 

barriers in our community and to see the reality of racism and bigotry, and free us to challenge 

and uproot it from ourselves, our society and our world.  Amen. 
 

 

 

A Native American Prayer for Peace 
Oh Great Spirit who dwells in the sky, lead us to the path of peace and understanding, 

let all of us live together as brothers and sisters. Our lives are so short here, walking upon 

Mother Earth's surface, let our eyes be opened to all the blessings you have given us. 

Please hear our prayers, Oh Great Spirit. Amen. 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 

truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

An Apache Blessing 
May the sun bring you new energy by day, 

may the moon softly restore you by night, 

may the rain wash away your worries, 

may the breeze blow new strength into your being, 

may you walk gently through the world and 

know its beauty all the days of your life.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal:          - A Cheyenne Prayer 
Let us know peace. 

For as long as the moon shall rise, 

For as long as the rivers shall flow, 

For as long as the sun shall shine, 

For as long as the grass shall grow, 

Let us know peace.        

 

 


