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Morning Prayer 
Wednesday August 19, 2020 

The Feast of Bernard of Clairvaux 
[transferred] 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter  
Set me as a seal upon your heart,/ as a seal upon your 
arm; for love is strong as death,/ passion fierce as the 
grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire,/a raging flame. 
Many waters cannot quench love,/ neither can floods 
drown it.    - Song of Songs  [8:6-7] 
 
 
 

The Confession 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love and serve only your will. Amen.  
Absolution  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
Opening Versicle & Doxology 
O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.  And your glory all the day long. 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be forever. Amen.  

Venite   [Psalm 95:1-7] 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
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Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

Psalm 139:1-9     
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 
 you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * and are acquainted with all my ways. 
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
4 You press upon me behind and before * and lay your hand upon me. 
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? * where can I flee from your presence? 
7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
8 If I take the wings of the morning * and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
9 Even there your hand will lead me * and your right hand hold me fast. 
 
The Lessons 
A Reading from the Book of Sirach [Ecclesiasticus] 39:1-10 
1 He seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients, and is concerned with prophecies; 
2 he preserves the sayings of the famous and penetrates the subtleties of parables; 
3 he seeks out the hidden meanings of proverbs  and is at home with the obscurities of 
parables. 4 He serves among the great and appears before rulers; he travels in foreign lands 
and learns what is good and evil in the human lot. 5 He sets his heart on rising early to seek 
the Lord who made him, and to petition the Most High; he opens his mouth in prayer and asks 
pardon for his sins. 
6 If the great Lord is willing, he will be filled with the spirit of understanding; 
he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own and give thanks to the Lord in prayer. 
7 The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge, as he meditates on his mysteries. 
8 He will show the wisdom of what he has learned, and will glory in the law of the Lord’s 
covenant. 9 Many will praise his understanding; it will never be blotted out. His memory will 
not disappear, and his name will live through all generations. 10 Nations will speak of his 
wisdom, and the congregation will proclaim his praise. 
 
The First Song of Isaiah  [Isaiah 12:2-6] 
Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
   I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
   and he will be my Savior. 



3 
 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
   from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
   Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
   see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
   and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Second Lesson: The Gospel of John 15:7-11 
7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become* my disciples. 9As 
the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 
Canticle: A Song of God’s Love  [1 John 4:7-11 ] 
Beloved, let us love one another, * for love is of God.  
Whoever does not love does not know God, * for God is Love.  
In this the love of God was revealed among us, * that God sent his only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through Jesus Christ. 38 In this is love, not that we loved God but that God 
loved us * and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.  Beloved, since God loved us so much, 
* we ought also to love one another. For if we love one another, God abides in us, * and God’s 
love will be perfected in us. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
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heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers  
Hear our cry, O God.     And listen to our prayer.  
Let us pray. God be with you.    And also with you.  
The Lord’s Prayer 
The Suffrages 
V. Help us, O God our Savior;  
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.  
V. Look upon your congregation;  
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
 V. Declare your glory among the nations;   
R. And your wonders among all peoples.  
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.  
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
 R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.  
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
 R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 
Collect of the Day 
O God, by whose grace your servant Bernard of Clairvaux, kindled with the flame of your love, 
became a burning and a shining light in your Church: Grant that we also may be aflame with 
the spirit of love and discipline and walk before you as children of light; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of Bernard of Clairvaux 
Let Your goodness, Lord, appear to us, that we made in your image, conform ourselves to it. 
In our own strength we cannot imitate Your majesty, power, and wonder--nor is it fitting for us 
to try.  But Your mercy reaches from the heavens through the clouds to the earth below. You 
have come to us as a small child, but you have brought us the greatest of all gifts, the gift of 
eternal love. Caress us with Your tiny hands, embrace us with Your tiny arms and pierce our 
hearts with Your soft, sweet cries. Amen. 
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For Joy in God’s Creation 
O heavenly Father, you have filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your 
gracious hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve 
you with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Church 
Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reconcile the world to yourself: We praise and 
bless you for those whom you have sent in the power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all 
nations.  We thank you that in all parts of the earth a community of love has been gathered 
together by their prayers and labors, and that in every place your servants call upon your 
Name; for the kingdom and the power and the glory are yours forever. Amen 
 
A Prayer in Time of Transition 
God of growth and discovery, yours is the inspiration that has changed our lives.  Yours is the 
power that has brought us to take new risks and face new opportunities.  You shape our 
dreams.  May your Spirit guide us in our preparations to search for a new Rector: open our 
eyes to what is possible and what is unfinished; open our ears to words of wisdom that assure 
us and challenge us; open our hearts to possibilities we have not yet imagined and to what we 
have neglected, that we may be both bold and humble; through Jesus Christ, our Light, our 
Center, our Hope.  Amen. 

A Prayer for Wisdom       by Marian Wright Edelman 
O God, who can turn our worries into wings of joys and our sorrows into songs of thanks, let 
not our hearts be so troubled by the tragedies of this life's moment that we lose sight of the 
eternal life in your kingdom...Strengthen our resolve to replace hatred with love, tension with 
trust, and selfishness with caring and community. Heal, O God, all our children so that those 
who hate and those who are hated, those who hurt and those who are hurt, may grow up in a 
world of peace, opportunity, and justice. Amen 
 
A Prayer for those who have died from Coronavirus 
Lord, your ways are mysterious, and your purposes unknowable. But that of which we can be 
sure is that when we feel sorrow, you feel sorrow, too. That when we suffer, you also suffer. 
That when we mourn, you mourn, as well. That when our hearts are broken, so is yours. Lord, 
we feel that sorrow now, that suffering now, that mourning now, and our hearts are breaking 
now that in this nation more than 170,000 of our sisters and brothers have already been taken 
from us by this disease. Yet, we know that your Son who suffered death itself for us, is by our 
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side, and shares our burden. So, Lord, comfort those who have lost, protect those who remain, 
and take those you have gathered into that greater light where pain, and suffering, and death 
itself exist no more. Amen 
 
A Prayer for Social Justice 
We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end war;  

for we know that You have made the world in a way that people must find their own 
path to peace within themselves and with their neighbors. 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end starvation;  
for You have already given us the resources with which to feed the entire world,  
if we would only use them wisely. 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to root out prejudice;  
for You have already given us eyes with which to see the good in all people,  
if we would only use them rightly. 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end despair;  
for You have already given us the power to clear away slums and to give hope,  
if we would only use our power justly. 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end disease;  
for You have already given us great minds with which to search out cures and healing, 
 if we would only use them constructively. 

Therefore we pray to You instead, O God, for strength, determination and will power, 
 to do instead of just pray, to become instead of merely to wish. Amen 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Be O Lord, a guiding star above us, a smooth path below us, a kindly shepherd behind us 
and a bright flame before us; today, tonight and forever. Amen.      


